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Shawn Skelton submits John Doe P v. Thurston County,
No. 102976-4 (Wash. June 12, 2025) to support review of the
Court of Appeals’ sua sponte redaction of a witness’s name
without justification or analysis under GR 15 and Seattle Times
Co. v. Ishikawa, 97 Wn.2d 30, 640 P.2d 716 (1982). Pet. for
Review, 3-4, 29-32.

Acrticle 1, section 10 protects the open administration of
justice. John Doe P, Slip op. at 10 (citing John Doe G v. Dep 't
of Corrs., 190 Wn.2d 185, 201, 410 P.3d 1156 (2018)). It
prohibits court closure, sealing, or redaction of documents, and
requires the use of “actual names” in proceedings and court

records. Id. at 3. This protection is so strong that this Court
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held article I, section 10 prohibits the use of pseudonyms even
at the postdismissal stage of a case unless GR 15 and Ishikawa
factors justify sealing. Id. at 12-19.

In John Doe P, this Court reversed rulings permitting the
use of pseudonyms. It rejected the reasoning “article I, section
10 is ‘not triggered’ by pseudonymous litigation™ and
confirmed courts must conduct Ishikawa and GR 15 analyses
before permitting parties to proceed as John Does. Id. at 4.
John Doe P reiterated this Court’s holding in John Doe G “‘that
names in pleadings are subject to article I, section 10’ and that
an order to proceed in pseudonym ‘must meet the Ishikawa
factors,” as well as GR 15.” Id. at 6 (quoting John Doe G, 190
Whn.2d 185, 201, 410 P.3d 1156 (2018)).

Similar to the position this Court rejected in John P, here,
the State argues using initials is not a court closure. Answer,
26-29. That is incorrect. The use of other than “actual names”

Is a sealing. Slip op. at 11.
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“The open administration of justice presumptively
includes public access to the actual names of litigants.” Id. at
10. The Court of Appeals’ sua sponte action using initials
rather than “actual names,” without notice to the parties or
compliance with GR 15 and Ishikawa, constitutes an
unconstitutional sealing. John Doe P supports Mr. Skelton’s
request for review.

Counsel certifies this document complies with RAP
18.17 and the word processing software calculates the number
of words in this document, exclusive of words exempted by the
rule, as 348 words.

DATED this 12th day of June, 2025.
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